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Small Bodies, Big Concepts Pilot Test Application Form
Thank you for your interest in 2012–2013 Small Bodies, Big Concepts project! We are accepting applications from 5th–8th grade science teachers. If you have any questions please call Whitney Cobb at (303)632-5572, or email her at wcobb@mcrel.org. 

Teachers interested in participating in the Small Bodies, Big Concepts Pilot Test are asked to complete an application to demonstrate that they are:
· a practicing, professional educator
· scheduled to teach a science course actively incorporating space science in fall 2011,
· willing to participate in the ensuing professional development,
· willing to complete all data collection.
Please see accompanying letter for participants for more information.
School teams welcome!
Interested? Please submit application by April 16, 2012 to:
Mary Cullen

Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning

4601 DTC Blvd, Suite 500
Denver, CO  80237

303-632-5547
mcullen@mcrel.org (electronic applications are welcome)

Applicants will be notified of their acceptance.
How to Complete This Application

Submit the following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Application Form – Answer questions regarding your interest in the project and prior experiences.  Electronic applications welcome. Send to Mary Cullen at mcullen@mcrel.org. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Letter of Support – Send an email to your principal with information about this project and request an electronic letter of support for your participation

Your Contact Information

Name:      
Summer Address:         

Summer Phone:        




Summer Email:            






School: 
     





District:      
School Address:      
School Phone:          




School Email:        






Phone:      
* Please send all mail to my: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Home address
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School address

Best way to reach you during the school day? (Check all that apply.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Telephone:       




   Ext. # 
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Email:              


 Do you check this email daily? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

About Your School (these data are only for statistical purposes)
1. What grade levels are served at your school?
                

Is your school      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rural     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Suburban      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Urban?  

Please consult your school administrator or state website for the following information:
2. What is the student enrollment for your school?

     



In grades 6-8?     
3. What percent of your students are eligible free or reduced price lunches? 

     %
4. What percent of your student body are English Language Learners?

     %
About You

Please answer the following questions for the current school year (2010-2011).

6.
How many years total have you been teaching?

      years

a.        years teaching full-time (.50 FTE or greater with instructional duties that may include classroom teaching and/or coaching/mentoring) 

b.        years teaching middle school (5-8)


c.        years teaching science (6-8)
About Your Science Classes

8.
What science courses do you currently teach? 
	Course
	Grade Level(s)
	# Classes
Teaching
	Average Class Size

	a.      
	     
	     
	     

	b.      
	     
	     
	     

	c.      
	     
	     
	     

	d.      
	     
	     
	     


9.
Do you anticipate any changes to this teaching schedule during the next school year (2011-2012)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

If yes, please describe:

     
Pilot Test – Expectations for Participation  

10.   
If you are chosen for the Small Bodies, Big Concepts pilot test, are you willing to participate fully in the following activities? 
a. Initial Training: Summer 2012
i. Attend the 9-day summer training in Tucson from June 4-14, 2012?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
(excluding the weekend)
b. Implementation I: Fall 2012
i. Participate in online professional learning community to support implementation?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

ii. Implement a revised unit that utilizes visual analysis in at least 2 lessons 

incorporating Designing Effective Science Instruction strategies during fall 2012?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

c. Reflection/revision: Winter 2012 

i. Attend a one-day debriefing session in Tucson in winter/spring 2013, date TBD?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
                (one week day)
d. Data Collection 
i. Participate in all data collection during implementation? 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Current Teaching Practice
12.
Please answer the following questions/prompts in 150 to 250 words. 
a. Describe an astronomy or space science lesson you believe was successful in your class. 

What elements do you believe made the class particularly successful?


     
b. What do you hope to gain from participating in the Small Bodies, Big Concepts project?

· In terms of content? 
· In terms of pedagogy? 
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