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January 31, 2012
Dear Participant:

Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL) is partnering with the Planetary Science Institute (PSI) to create a dynamic learning opportunity for regional teachers: Small Bodies, BIG Concepts. Utilizing McREL’s Designing Effective Science Instruction (DESI), you will strategize ways to integrate visual analysis of NASA’s coolest space imagery into your existing space science curricula.

With NASA mission scientists, educators and artists leading the way, educators will learn the fundamental questions that drive a mission as well as factor in its design: what are we searching for, how do we get there, how do we understand the data we collect, and what new questions do we have? Engaging, inquiry-based activities will unpack space science and engineering concepts. Participants will create tools and context to pop NASA’s newest images from Discovery Program missions to asteroids and comets—Dawn, EPOXI, and Stardust-NExT— into clear focus. 
We are looking for 12 middle school teachers (5th-8th grade) who teach space science concepts to participate in this field test. During the 2012-2013 school year, ideally in the first semester, teachers will be expected to integrate elements of Small Bodies, BIG Concepts into at least two lessons with their students and provide feedback on the experience. 

The field test expectations include:

· Face to face workshop for 9 days, June 4-14, 2012
· Face to face for 1 day in winter, 2013, TBD
· One week day that would likely require release from class

· Implementation of activities backed by DESI strategies in at least two space science lessons
· Data collection regarding implementation such as a reflection log

· Online contribution to a Small Bodies, Big Concepts professional learning community discussion at least twice a month through March, 2013
Teachers who complete all requirements will receive a stipend of $800: $500 summer of 2012, and $300 on completion of pilot expectations in winter/spring of 2013. Credit though the Colorado School of Mines is available for $170 to interested participants.
Teachers who are interested in participating in Small Bodies, BIG Concepts are asked to complete an application to demonstrate that they are:
· a practicing, professional educator
· scheduled teach space science concepts in at least one class during the 2012/13 school year

· willing to participate in the year-long professional development 
· willing to complete all data collection 

· assuming a 12 hour commitment beyond normal classroom planning times and workshop days

Additionally, teachers are asked to submit a letter of support from their principal or curriculum supervisor.

If you would like join us in Small Bodies, BIG Concepts, please submit your application by April 16, 2012. Applicants will receive word of acceptance by May  1, 2012. For questions about the Small Bodies, BIG Concepts, please contact Whitney Cobb at wcobb@mcrel.org .
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Sincerely,
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Whitney Cobb, Lead Consultant, McREL


Dr. Larry Lebofsky, PSI
National Aeronautic Space Administration








Small Bodies, BIG Concepts is based upon work supported by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration under Grant/Contract/Agreement No. 09-EPOESS09-0044 issued through the Science Mission Directorate.



