
DAWN ACTIVITY LEADER GUIDE 
 

VESTA OR CERES PIÑATA! 
Goal:  

Find out what’s inside a Vesta or Ceres Piñata!   

Estimated time: Who to do it with:  
75 min advanced prep (plus drying time) Ages: 3–Adult 
15-20 minutes Numbers: 3 or more! 

 
What you need: 

• Balloons 
o 1 Large round balloon (for Vesta) 

• Paper-Mache (newspapers, flour, water) 
• Various kinds of candy or other treats 
• Glue, string, bat or stick 

Advanced preparation: 

1. Create a Paper-Mache Vesta or Ceres using the large round balloon. Use 
images from the back of this page, or the Dawn website as reference: 
http://dawn.jpl.nasa.gov/  

2. When dry, paint to smooth out the paper and create a smooth surface. Let 
dry. 

3. Make a hole in the top of Vesta and fill with candy.  
4. Be sure to glue on some string to hang the piñata from. 

How to do it: 

1. Hang the Vesta piñata from the ceiling or from a long pole.  
2. Make sure everyone is a safe distance from the piñata.  
3. Have participants take turns hitting the piñata with a bat until the candy 

empties out. 
Why do it: 

It’s fun! We learned so much at giant asteroid Vesta (look at all of the beautiful 
images), and we are so excited to explore dwarf planet Ceres! 

 

Our thanks to JPL Solar System Ambassador Ken Brandt for the idea! 
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