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STUDENT ACTIVITY 
 
Instructions: Read over the ion propulsion timeline. This timeline chronicles the development of ion 
propulsion technology from the early days through the launch of NASA’s Dawn spacecraft. As you 
review this timeline, determine one or more events that you would like to study further. List these 
events in the Story Mapping History Frame as best you can. You may need to complete more research 
to fully complete the History Frame. An example is provided below: 
 
 
 Key Players:  
 Werner von Braun  Title of Event: Early developments in 
 Hermann Oberth ion propulsion 
 Ernst Stuhlinger 
 
 
 Where: 
 Some developments took place in 
 Huntsville, Alabama 
  Problem or Goal: Developing a new  

type of propulsion system  
 Outcome: 
  
 Major advancements, including several 
 different thrusters 
 
 
 
 
 Key Events: 

Theme/Lesson:   
    Introduction of the idea of electric Over a relatively short period of time, an  propulsion idea can become a reality with the    Chapter in a book addresses dedication and hard work of the right  problems people.    Paper presented at an 

 international congress (meeting) 
   Initiation of contract 
  
 

Ion Propulsion 
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  Title of Event: Key Players: 

Problem or Goal: 

Where: 
 
 
When: 

Outcome: 

Key Events: 

Theme/Lesson: 
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